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Daniel Desta

Email: - daniel@desta.co.uk / Mobile Number: - 07908 22 55 44
Profile
I am a broad minded creative individual with excellent problem solving skills and a sound understanding of the fundamentals of interactive and design theories. I have undertaken a wide range of projects that have taught me to be an adaptable and creative individual. This has given me the ability to work on a number of tasks concurrently without losing focus. I consider myself to be very reliable and committed person in every project I work on; in turn this has taught me to be flexible and focused towards meeting deadlines. Executive tasks have educated me in communicating ideas and developed skills in Online and Display Communications. I consider myself to be a resourceful individual who works well with in a team and has the ability to plan ahead and prioritise tasks. From my experiences working on projects within multi-national companies such Tesco.com and Carlson Wagonlit Travel, I have gained focus regarding my ambition in design. I now see my career is firmly set in both creativity and digital technologies, and it has become essential to my success. Designing for digital markets is an area that really excites me and working with new media and its application in design is very much a passion in my life.
Portfolio Website –  http://www.desta.co.uk.
My Interests
I am keen cyclist and swimmer, although my main interests are on the weekends; as I like producing visual elements for music venues (better known as VJing). I take a vested interest in socialising and doing charity work such as abseiling. 
Skills Set 
Graphic Design Application Skills

· Adobe Photoshop

· Adobe Illustrator
· Adobe Dreamweaver

· Adobe Acrobat Pro

· Adobe Flash Pro
Internet Application Skills

· Adobe Fireworks
· CSS and HTML manipulation and adaptation 
· Open CMS Applications (beginners level)
· Actionscript  (beginners level)
Coding Application Skills

· (X)HTML manipulation and adaptation
· CSS (Cascading Style Sheets) manipulation and adaptation
· PHP and MySQL Databases

· CMS (Content Management Systems)
· SEO (Search Engine Optimisation)
Career Summary 
May 2010 – Current Date
Tesco.com
Mid-Weight Designer

· Work independently and propose solutions to problems quickly and accurately.

· The ability to work on key projects, developing numerous concepts with the customer in mind
· Strong influencing style, taking colleagues and clients on a full journey offering a consultative service
· Representing Design in key development meetings, presenting a professional attitude at all times 
· Management of workflow ensuring all deadlines are met and issues communicated to the Design Manager in advance
· To look outside the Tesco guidelines, researching competitive sites to ensure Tesco designs are fresh and forward thinking for customers.
· Demonstrate the behaviours associated with a Mid-Weight Designer position, showing commitment to the role, team and development of Tesco dotcom
March 2008 – May 2010
Freelance Web Designer

· Clear understanding of the clients brief.

· Coordination of workflow and time management.

· To take full ownership of clients website as when needed.

· Excellent communication skills to all level of design understanding.

· High understanding of coding structures and how to manipulate them.
November 2007 – March 2008 

CloudCity UK Ltd.
Principal Web Designer

· To Initiate, develop and finalise the graphical and interactive elements required in creating a commercially viable website.

· To liaise directly with the Technical Director and New Media Director in establishing a comprehensive campaign strategy for future websites. 
· Developing concept designs in accordance to clients branding ethic.
· Design websites with respect to Technical Environments i.e. Server and CMS Environments.

· Expert understanding of Adobe CS (Dreamweaver, Photoshop, Flash and Illustrator).

· To take a lead role in CSS and XHTML coding.
May 2005 – October 2007

Carlson Wagonlit Travel

Marketing and Design Executive

· Managing a team of eight to ensure the success of Carson Wagonlit’s online web presence.

· Provide creative input for any marketing initiatives such as roadshows, exhibitions, events and client sponsored parties.
· To ensure adherence to the CWT corporate branding guidelines.

· The maintenance and update of internal and external corporate websites.

· Design, layout and production of web materials including campaigns.

· Liaise with design agencies/printers to ensure the most cost effective method of production.

· Liaise with clients, account managers, operation and sales. 

· Intuitive working knowledge of Applications such as Adobe and Microsoft Office. 
Education and Qualifications 


University of Hertfordshire  



September 2002 – September 2003

Postgraduate Masters Degree

Masters in Digital Practices F/T

University of Hertfordshire September 


September 1996 – July 1999

Bachelors Degree

Bachelors in Software Systems for the Arts and Media F/T

Southgate College




September 1992 – June 1996

BTEC Diploma

Foundation in Art and Design F/T

References:

Name: Mike Foskett

Title at Tesco.com: Senior Web Developer

Email Address: mike.foskett@websemantics.co.uk

Name: Mark Rawson
Title at Tesco.com: Snr Web Trading Manager

Email Address: merawson@gmail.com
Name: Rob Thompson
Title at CloudCity: Creative Director
(Currently “Head Product Development” for PhotoSound in Hertfordshire)
Email Address: robthomson@photosound.com
Direct Number: 07891 565 124
Name: Jon Russell 

Title at CloudCity: Technical Director

Email Address: jon.russell@solveweb.com
Name: Jason Clarke

Title at Carlson Wagonlit Travel:  Marketing Manager

(Currently “Events and Public Relations Director” for TBWA\ZEENAH in Muscat)

Email Address: jason@tbwazeenah.com

